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THE HIGH COURT 
Of Parliament now aſſembled 


within his Majeſties Realme of England, 


be all rightne(s of ſpirit,che root of 1 irreprove- 
able deſigns, and proſperous correſpon- 
dent ſucceſſe, in all marrers pertain- 


ing to godlineſs, State, & Common - 
wealth in every reſpeR. 


Formerly commirted to the conhi- 
deration of this moſt Honourable 
) Aſſembly, a Treaiſe containing a 
briefe diſcovery of the Cir ll, rruc 
Eccleſiaſticall, and falſe Eccleſtatti- 
call States, im the eflentiall and 
maine circumſtanriall parts of each 
body or ſtare, being the molt ex- 
it way tO diſcover and reftifie grievances in any State of 
{ Policy, whereby God and Ceſar may have their due; for 
the accompliſhment whereof, and further clearing the ule- 
fulneſſe of whart is therein contained, 1 doe hnmbly begge 
your impartiall Examination of the enſuing paſſages, evi- 
dently manifeſting from whence theſe ſaid ſeverall Policies 
doſpring or ariſe; and confirming withall what is already 
proved by the aid Treale touching the great abuſes done 
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to the Church of Chriſt and Civill State, by the falſe Eccle. 


ſaſticall State or Kingdome of Amtichriſt, 

All things have their begining and ending from God 
as the Primary cauſe of them, Roms, 11.36. 

Alſo all things have their being through Secondary, Na. 
turall or inſtrumentall cauſes, Matth. 7.16, 17, 18, 
19,20, 

The roote and ground of Policic is Nature Divine, Hu- 
mane, or Devilliſh, it is properly of uſe co none but ſuch 
creates as participate of an immorrall ſpirituall ſubſtance, 
All chings under the degree of humane nature areuncapable 
chereof, ard all other immorall ſpirits are inviſible, wit. 
neſſe the whole Creation in all ages paſt, preſent, and to 
COme, 

Mankinde, or humane nature in the condition ſhe now 
tandeth, under the curſe, being thereby made liable 
through mercy of redemprion unto ſalvation, and through 
wrath of reprobation unto damnation, is ſubje&t unto a 
threefold Polincke Government, (vx, ) 

1. Humane or Civill Government, or the Policie of 
Magiſtracie, which concernes men in ordering of their bo- 
dies and eſtates, which ariſerh. from the Law of the nature 
of man, in man, towards man in the ſtate of Inno- 
cency.. 

2, True Fcclefiaſticall State or Kingdome of the 
Goſpell, the viſible government of Jeſus Chriſt, who fit- 
reth upon the Throne of Darid in Divine Policy, which 
iNueth from the Law of the divine nature, whith is perte? 
love, as is reſtified mn the Sonne'of 1, ove, the ſalvation of 
Mankinde, 

3. And falfe Ecclefaſticall State or Kingdome of Anti- 
chriſt, devileſh or viſible Government of the ſonne of 
pride, which in ſpiriruall pohtique” juriſdi tion exalteth 
himſe}fe above all chat is called God, or ſaid to he of God, 
in matter of policy, fitting in the Temple of God (which is 
- orſcience)as God, & ſubje&ing,or ruling over the ſame by 
compulſion 


_ 


_ 
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compulſion the portion, of fooles and unreaſonable men, 


for it loves oppoſite, and preventeth any courſe of nature, 
which flowerh from the | aw of the ſpirit of envy, the na- 


 rure of the devill, the father of lies all miſchiefe and con. 


fuſion, 

Theſe three States of Policy of which I have formerly 
created more at large, the holy Scripture and cemmon or 
humane re-ſun ſhew forth in a lively.manner, iſſuing from 
the three natures ; namely, Humane, Divine, and Devil. 


To the true and ſubſtantiall diſcoveryof the which three 

natures the rootes of Policie,' and how rhey are joyntly 
conſiſting in man without intermixion and intetpoſition 
of contraries ; I ſhall in this Treauſe moſt chiefely and 
briefely addreſſe my ſelfe. 

Humane nature,or the n:ture of mans body, his elemen- 
tary or fleſhly part of his efſence (which eſſence conſiſterh 
of fleſh and ſpirit, Roms. 7. 22.33.) 

Thou art conſiderable, ard l1kewiſe the whole man, in a 
two-fold Sture and condition, As created, or redeemed ; as 
fallen, and under the curſe, 

The nature of the mo part of mans eſſence will be 
diſcovered in ſerring forth the divine, and diwvilliſh' nature, 
ſpirit, or diſpoſinoh, © +2: 2s 
; The nature of mans humane part in the creared ſtare, as 
the Morrall Law of God, and the perſon of Chriſt doe wit- 
neſſe, was without finne, made righrecus according to the 
Image of God, G:n.1.17. And according to the diſpoſiri- 
on or nature then in nian,towards mann, out of the law there. 
of (which is the ordinary meanes through Qods favour 
and mercy of the genera]l preſe: vation of mankinde ) 
ſpringerh civill Goyernment or Magiſtracie, Roms.13. 

Bur ever ſince Adam and Ere were ſnared with an am- 
bitious rempration, "and would © be wiſe , without 
dlowance, they "dtew a curfe upon their humane na- 
ture themſelves, and throughout all their poſter. y, even to 
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the end of the world, and ever ſince chey tafted of rhe cree 
of Knowledge of good and evill, which was forbidden, 
they and theirs in the humane part have a!wayes loved e- 
vill more then good, which is an infallible teſtimony of a 
curſed change in the nature of humaniry. 

Therefore Humane nature, Take notice that thou art now 
ſince thy fall in thy Elimentary conſtitution curſed, mi. 
chievous,and averſe to any good,inclining to the nature of 
the Angells, who lefc their firſt eſtate, and art become plea- 
ſed in avthing more than the exerciſe of pride, deceit and 
envie.; an Humoriſt, ſeeking thy (elfe, although to the de. 
ſtruction of thy ſelfe, and all that have or may have any 
relation unto thee ; thus much hath the whole race of man- 
kinde ( except the Sonne of God hlmſelfe ) manifeſted, 
plainely expreſſing an undeniable effe& of the curſe, the 
unruly and exceeding predomination of one element or 
other in the ſaid nature, this is the nature of the humane or 
bodily part of man, no civill calling but redemption ex- 
empred any man in any_ meaſure, common experience is 
witneſſe enough, beſides holy Scriptures confirmeth 
the truth thereof, Roms, 3.109, to ver, 19. Pſal.51.5. 
Rom,7.18. Notable proofe alſo hereof is the Scripture diſ- 
_—_ the throne of affeQions, the principle part inthe 
body of man, and may well be taken for the whole man, 
Gen.6.5. er.17.9. Matth.15.19. had not God cur of his 
love in generall ro man given the State of Magiſtracie, 
which was for reſtraint of the unrulineſſe of mans humane 
nature, Rom.13.3.4.1.71m.1.9.10. what difference would 
there appeare betweene earth and hell, only in caſe of erer- 
nity, of evill and miſery ; the humane nature being thus 
ſubjeted under the power of juſtice, God is free inthe 
compaſſion of his Jove, to beſtow his Spiric and redemp- 
tion, where he pleaſe, and in his wrath and diſpleaſure to 
reject and calt away whom he will; who, and what ſhall 
contend with his Maker, Rome.9.20,21.- 

The nature of the ſpiricua]l ſubſtance, the immer 
foule, 


TS; 


foule, the formall part of the eſſence of man, it iſſuerh 
from God or the devill, and is one of the ſaid rwo Fathers 
or Pountaines of Spirits, and ir will be ſufficiently ſer forth 
in the diſcovery of their natures. 

Bu thar the ſoule of man receives his being, and parti- 
cipateth in nature, as aforeſaid ; rake a few proofes from 
principles in Nature, and Poſitive truth of Divine 
Wratr, 

Man begets a Sonne in his owne likeneſle in the nature 
ofhis materiall ſubſtance, but che often contrartetie in the 
ſpirits of parents and children, as godly parents, and 
wicked chridren, wicked parents and godly children, the 
unlikeneſſe in that part proveth them no ſoule Parents, 

Likewiſe in caſe Parents ſhould beger ſoules, when as 
often times the father and mother are contrary in nature 
of ſpirit wha ſhall be their Off-ſpring in that reſpeR? 

The Scripture ſhewerh plainely that the children of God 
nreſpett of their ſoules, and the nature of them are ſaid ro 
be borne 'of God, 7oh.1.13, Joh.3, 6. Godis called the 
Father of them in reſpect of that part of their eſſence, 
Matth.5.16.and wver.48, Lyke 12. 32, Chriſt cleareth this 
poinr to the full, diſcovering the Fountaine or Father of 
the ſpirit of the ] ewes, who went abour ro kill him, Joh.$, 
42.and 44. and in Heb, 12.9, the Holy Ghoſt cearmes our 
narurall parents Fathers of our fleſh, and God the Father 
of Spirits. 

The divine nature, fpirir, qualitie, or diſpoſition of 
God ( which moſt ſpecially of any pars of his eſſence ſets 
him forth to be what he is, the onely and abſolute good, 
Math.ig.17.) is infinite love, every part of the whole 
aeation doth teſtife the truth thereof, which he made nor 
to ſupply his owne want ; the continudAl fupply of the ſun- 
&y wants of the whole earth doth the ſame, the great 
mountainous worke of love never to be forgotten by the 
ſonnes of men, the giving of the price of Redemprion, his 


ogely begotten fonne, his expreſle Image, who laid downe 
bis 
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his life for his people, fultilling the will of his Father, [oh.z, 
16,17. Arteſtimony without exception, proving the nature 
oi God to be infinite, and matchleſſe love, Rom, 5.8, The 
naiure and (ualitie of all. things is the moſt eminent part of 
thcir eſſence, and fo it is the moſt pernicious part by which 
God 1s made knowne to the ſonnes pf men, for his nature 
or ſpirits ſake, which is loye, hee 1s called love, 1 Joh.4.16, 
for a teſtimony hereof alwayes to ſtoppe the mouthes of 
lyers,and their father (whoſe envie would cloud all the fa- 
vour of God towards poore men) beſides the ſtate of hu. 
mane Policy, God hath from Adam unto this day from 
time to time inſtitured a ſtate of Divine policy, in publike 
reſtimony and viſ.b'e acknowledgement of the fellowſhip 
which he hath with his redeemed ones ; and now according 
to the fulneſſe of time, manifeſting the tulneſle of his love,in 
paying downe the full price of Redemption, the perfection 
and full accompliſhment of the worke of falyation ; of his 
divine Nature which is perfect love and goodnefle, he hath 
inſtiruted a viſible ſtate of divine Policy, for the ſonne of 
his Love, the Capraine of ſalvation, and his people of Love: 
here upon earth, which is compoſed of lave; not onely for. 
matter and forme, but alſo in reſpect of ſtcre and plarforme, 
and the Lawes and Ordinances thereof ; upon what can 
man thinke or looke, and not ſee the tender mercies of God 
over all his workes? P/a/,145.9, 

And that the Natu'e, Spirit, or diſpoſition of the whole 
Hoaſt of God, both men and Angels is Love, the Word of 
God cleareth it experimencally by the miniſtring of the 
Angells, and by the Morrall Law of God, both Tables 
writzen inthe hearts of men which are made partakers of 
the divine nature, for by love is the -ſame fulfilled, Rom. 
10.13. | i 

The nature, Spirjr, or diſpoſition of the Divell, ( from 
whom every baſe ſpiric deriveth. his meaſure of unnaturall 
lewdneſſe, both men and Angels of the deviliſh broode ) is 
intnice envie, Loves Ss the firſt Act that me - 
aevi 
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F Jevill did unto mankinde, proveth the truth thereof, for in 
* his hopeleſſe deſperate fallen eſtate, without any expettation 
of reliefe to himſelfe, he treacherouſly deceived man in the 
time of his innocencie, and by deluſion and flattery through 
rebellion againſt his Maker drew him inco the thraldome of 
ſinge and miſery, notwithſtanding ic could be no abat ement 
to his owne, Ger, 3, and ever ſince man hath ſubſiſted in an 
hope of redemption from time to time, and in ſundry 
wayes, hath the nature of the devill beene largely expreſſed 
to be envie her ſelte, which is alwayes ſo ready to worke 
miſchicfe that ſhe pines at the good of any ; witneſle the caſe 
of Adam, Abel and , Job, yea all of note for uprightneſſe 
upon record in Scripture from age to age, farther teſtimony 
hereof is, 1 Chrox.21.1, 1 Pet.5.9, 

The (everall ſtates of Policy which God did opportunely 
inſticure in the world for the good and comfort of men, the 
upright in ſpeciall, againſt which none but the nature of the 
devill, boundlefle envie could except, or vilifie them ; yer 
the chiefeſt.of chem hath ſhe undervalued, and by deluſion 
hath drawne the chicfe of the earth in the ſtate of civility, 
and the greateſt part of temporizing ſubjets thereof, like- 
wiſe corread the ſame under foore, and all that apparantly 
incliverhereunto;and hath cauſed the earth, the great ones, 8 
greateſt part therof to ſer up,councenance and ſupport a ſtare 
of Tyranny in matters of conſcience, wherein is diſorderly 
forced rogether with violence divine and civill things, to 
the nels of both the ſervice he willeth and delighteth 
in, even the utter undoing of the whole carth : In the time 
of the ſtate of the Jewes which God ordained as a great 
light ro ſhew the world that he had viſible fellowſhip with 
ſuch as feare him, and to preſerve them in holineſſe : then 
and therein how did the envie of the devill, and his crew 
ſhelter ſuch oppreſſion, and groſſe abuſe of Gods holy 
things, which grew to ſuch an height of hipocriſie that they 
werenot aſhamed without Law or Reaſon, yea contrary to 
both, ro pur to death equity, yea Love himſclfe, the very 
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Sorme of God, whom none could convince of ſinne, which 
effected the confuſion of their houſe, Marth.23. and ſince 
the deſolation thereof, and Gods election of the Kingdome 
of his Sonne, in the {tate of love, compoſed of matter and 
forme of love,Subiects won by love, Volunteers, worſhipers 
in ſpirit and truth, 7-6.4.23,24, How hath matchleſſe en. 
vie beene palpably maniteſted to be the nature of the devill, 
who to confound mankinde in all wayes, by his deluding 
feates and wiles hath brought in faſhion 1n all parcs of the 
earth, violent and compulſive government of conſcience, 
knowing, whileſt that continueth, humanerace, eſpecially 
che moſt upright and innocent muſt ro wracke, for who in 
conſcience can governe or be governed by humane power, 
bur for civilities ſake, except ſuch men as can, to gaine the 
world, and preſent welfare of their fleſh, ſubje& conſcience 
roany thing, exculing themſelves upon the unjuſt deman- 
ded charge of others, who, for all their great takings upon 
them, have as muchto doe in that reſpect to give account 
for themſelves as they; the truth of this diſcovery is plaine 
enough by experience, that the nature of the devill is infinite 
envie, if men would looke into it : but what ſhall I ſay, if 
our firſt Parents in the time of innocencie were ſhorr ſigh- 
ted, well may their poſterity concerved in finney and 
brought forth in iniquitie be blinde. 

And that the nature, ſpirit, and diſpoſition of the helliſh 
rabble, the whole company of devilliſh men and Angells is 
envie, the ſame with the devills, their {pirituall Father, See 
Toh.8.44. 1 10h.3.10,11,12. 

That the eſſence of man conſiſteth of a two-fold ſub- 
ſtance, is formerly proved, the nature of his humane part, 
and the nature of his ſpiritual ſubſtance( beifig derived Com 
God or the devill ) cogether with the nature of them alſo, is 
likewiſe ſet forth, which three natures are alſo diſcovered to 
be the ground and roote of Policie : The next thing inten- 
ded. and pronv(ed in this Treatiſe is, to lay open how two 
natures are conſiſting in man without intermixtion and in- 
cerpoſizion 
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rerpoſicion of contraries, which in any height of meaſure 1s 
the meanes of confuſion in any creature, 

By the way it fallech to my hand to ſpeake of the excel- 
lencie of the conſtitution of humare nature in the firſt crea- 
tion, which was withour ſinne, and whereunto all the crea- 
cures beſides were made ſubieQt and inferiour, both in the 
nature of their conſtitutions, government, and uſe, which 
humane conſtitution alſo was made ſerviceable ( being the 
ſubiect p:re of man) co the right ſpirit which God breathed 
into him, whereby man became that compleate creature in 
both parts, the diſcription of whoſe nature in both reſpe&s 
isthe Morrali Law of God, whoſe lively, or rather living 
Image was the onely begorten- Son of God chat quickning 
ſpiric, Jeſus Ciriſt,che Redeemer of what was loſt in and by 
man,in,and tor all the Elect and choſen ſeede of Adam, bur 
for brevitie ſake, I ſhall omit ro ſpeake any more of it, and 
according to my purpole, indeavour to ſhew how the eſ- 
ſence of man conſiſteth of arwo-fold ſubſtance withour in- 
terpoſirion of contrary narures. 

Man conſidered as formerly, created, and fallen, redee- 
med, and under the curſe, the Law of Juſtice holds him 
liable to love and wrath, ſalvation and reprobation, and to 
be made a veſlell of honour and diſhonour withont any 
wrong and injuſtice at all, - 

The conſideration of man as created in righteouſneſſe,S: 
redeemed from all iniquitie, 7.2. 14. whereby righte- 
ouſneſſe is imputed, and man becomes as made withour 
ſinne, is both one, if any difference be in caſe of priviledge; 
red:mprion affords the greater, making ſtronger the unon 
by the meanes of reconciliation, wherein the redeemed are 
indeered unto God, Rom.5. from wo. 6.co 11, Rom. S$, 
32.&c. And God is the like unto them, 1 Pct.1. from 13, 
to 20, The caſe ſtanding thus berweene God and man by 
redemption, whereby the humane part of man 1s made or 

become as at firſt ,a ſubie& or materiall veſſell. for a divine, 
reaſonable, or living ſoule; and although full of frailev and 
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infirmity as all elementary and mortal} bodies,as alſo as earth and drofle ir (elf 
in compariſon of any divine fpiricuall ſubſtance,which as itis in ic ſelf, is yoid - 
of any divin uſe, yerſuch as God in his wiſedome is pleaſed ro make part ofthe 
eſſence of man, which ſerreth forth the glory of redemption, and the power of 
Chiiſt in the work of ſalvation, aCor.1 2.9. 8& ſo man in his conſiſtance of ſoul 
and body,fleſh & ſpiric, is impured as in firſt creation without {v,and ſaid to be 
born of God, & not ro commir fin,as God accounts of his children through re. 
demprion,1 7oh.3. 9, 10. And thus the two Natures, Divine and Hamane are 
conſiſting in man, withour intermixion of contraries ; though through infirmi. 
tic ofthe fleſh, fubieR to naturail corruption, temptation of the devill, and a. 
buſe of the mgn of the world, again(t which they warre, untill the perfeQion of 
the redemption of the body doe appeare, even untill Montaliry hath put on 
Immort-hity, 

Man conſidered fallen,and under the curſe,is a correſpondent {ubjeR for the 
devill,being both inclineable to confuſion, and the way of deſtruſtion, as is 
er forth in their ſeyerall natures ; theſe are the enemies Tares which he ſowed 
amongſt the good ſeed, theſe grow together in the world untill the harveſtof 
C3od ; Inced nor ſtand to relate the meanes of their union, nor the teſtimo- 
nies thereof, the world in all parts, every day yeelds plenty thereof; what doth 
Cod reprobate, but the devils own; the union i ſelfe of the nature of man, and 
of the ſpiritua!l ſubſtance which he receiverh from the devill,zs the father here. 
of, is all one by way of infuſion, with that of Giod and man, differing only in 
narure and ſubſt:nce,and the end thereof : Thus contrary to the two-fold con» 
'1)Ntence of the eſſence.of the redeemed is this of the curſed, withour contrariety 
17 nature of horh parts, but not without mans confuſion, becauſe in this c:{ethe 
p-00re creature Man, is made a ſlave-unto the worſt of creatures, whereby his 
Deing and end becomes more vile and miſerable than the moſt inferiour crea» 
ture which Cod formed out of the earth, 

This once more, with my heart in my hand, in rhe ſight and diſcovery ofna- 
cures, te fountaines of Policy for the truths {ake, which is the way of all mans 
reailhappinefſe ; Muſt I ſpeak unto this high Court, which guideth the Raines 
of the power of ai} the Stare of this Land ; If the ſtrength of the devils envy 
through dcluſon was tov hard for you Parents in the time of Innoceney in 
their nature, 2nd hath ſince their fall prevailed againſt divers of their poſterity, 
both by deceit and-viotence, to the confuſion of them in reſpeR of matters ſpt- : 
rituail and temporall ; Conſider ye civill powers, and yer children of Adam 
and Z22, vel, and fince the-cm{c arc ye nt as hable to be corrupted in your 
policy, wi.rch is but the mage of their nature, butl: in the nature, uſe, and ler- 
vice thereot 5 may m2t ye ſubſcrive ro devilliſh adviſe, reaching after more 
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an inſtrument of confuſion, in im loying it out of bounds, tor the deſtrutjon 
of innocent bodies,which is ve the devil}, and an effect of the curſe 
upon mankinde; ſuch praiſe hath been the lot of many Nations and particular 
perſons, witneſſe your own experience ; Why doe ye as p:rents of {oules an.! 
ſpirits meddle in the command of conſcience, ard ſupport ſuch as doe, wit! 
ſword and maintenance ; is it typical, as in the time and ſtare of the Jewes,or 
as if Chriſt were not riſen from the dead, or doe you thinke God accepts of 
more than he requires at your hands, or will you make an intermixion, one 
head of two bodies, or two heads of one body, which cannot be otherwiſe, if 
Church and Common-wealth be all one, or being as wwo under one head, 
which nature and policy both deny, in Scripture and common reaſon : wil! 
ye work your own confuſion, in taking Gods work upon you,in makins wor- 
ſhippers in ſpiric and truth, for ſuch only God requires, J0h.4.21, 22, 22, 24. 
which by compulfion you muſt doe,or make hypocrites; can ye draw men to 
Chriſt in Spiric or Policy, which is not in your power, Joh, 6, 4-4, 45, 46. cr 
will ye who ſhould provide for the ſtrength of the Law of humanity, kreakc 
the Law of Charity belonging to conſcience, Rom, 14. This great ſpiritual! 
Ste of jurildiion now in faſhion, or any that is like to be of the conſtitution 
of compulſion (which jumbleth and tumbleth rogerher the fineſt nacures, and 
fouleſt worſhip,Gods Divine and holy Ordinances with fouleſt and profanell 
natures (which will one day coſt confuſion of ſoules and blood enough) were 
itnot for the great temporall revenewes entailed upon her, ſhee would not in 
humane reaſon and common equity be ſo much ſtood upon,and conterded 
for, for thoſe that goe about to yoke others conſciences, would not bee ſerved 
lothemſelves,excepr they be devils incarnate, and will become any thing w 
Religion to ſerve coverous cnds ; Bondage of conſcience is the groſſelt flave- 
ry, and moſt devilliſh captivity upon earth, from whence fpringech the greateſt 
treachery,and moſt dangerous rebellion which the earth can afford, yee may 
beleeye it wher, ye ſee it ; All liberty within dounds of civility incourage 11- 
duſtry, and begers a rich Nation, hindereth not prevention of dogtage, and un- 


derhand conveighance of eſtate ro forraigne Belly-gods, who by flatiery, rob 


people ſtronger inzeale then knowledge, of their bodily meanes ot (afeguard, 
and load their ſoules with an increaſe of unnatura!l flavery, even to their de- 
itrution. So hoping of the true effet of upright dealing with God and Man, 
the ſight of that liberty of truth which bringeth peace,ſtrength and ſatery to all 
Lands and peop!e of Innocency : I rzmaine Gods and Yours, in all due ter- 
vice to my power, 
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Now followes the Reaſons and 
Motives that ſet me upon this Worke, 


Oc long ſince I commended to your Highneſſe, and 

the Parliament, one Treatiſe containing an eſlentall 
diſcovery of the States of Policie as they are diſtin& one 
from another. And another ſince of the Natures likewiſe 
from whence they ſpring ; both which in effect binde both 
your Soveraignty, and your chiefeſt Court of Councellto 
caſt about for the preſervation and defence of your King- 
domes, and eyery ſubjeX thereof in the liberty of conſci. 
ence, keeping the bonds of civiliry and humanity ; but (al- 
though at a farre diſtance) I perceive the old courſe is (till 
on foote, making ſides of Religion, and yokes for conſci. 
ence on all ſides, wherein hath a world of blood beene ſpilc 
already, and much more will be if the ſame continue ;Cove- 
rouſneſſe, pride, and deluſion muſt bring forth their fruits 
where they grow, as doe all other things; for any hurt 
which befalls mankinde, ler the pretence be what ic will, 
fAloweth#rom thence,not trom Chriſtian Religion; for nei- 
ther Chriſt himſelte, or any of his Diſciples upon Recordin 
the New Teſtament, Apoſtles,or Evangeliſts, or others,did 
ina warlike way, either offend or detend themlelyes for 
their Religions ſake, 

From former paſſages expreſſed in both the ſaid Treati- 
ſes, I have manifeſted ſufficient ground of boldneſſe, for 
ſpeaking ro you Gods of the earth, which to rehearſe or in- 
large 1s not improper ; and for theſe cauſes following Iam 
conſtrained yer further ro move your greatneſſe, and being 
reaſonable therein, if ye being as gods deſpiſe me, I ſhall 
notwithſtanding fulfill the will of the Lord of Lords in dil- 
covering che ſpirits of error, though I periſhin the wy 
wit 
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with the ſtrength of his encouragement, Afat.1 0. 23, | 

The firſt cauſe 1s this, I being by the Law of Humanicy, 
or the nature of man, as deepely ingaged in the joy of the 
welfare, and ſorrow of the miſery thereof, though a no. 
thing, as having any intereſt in the power of enlarge- 
ing or preventing eicher, am bound by the Law of the Spi- 
ricof Humanitie and Chriſtianity co diſcover 'any thing or 
courſe tending to the accompliſhment of both, wherein is 
fulfilled the dutie of innocencie and uprightneſſe without 
feare ( the roote of flavery and flattery ) according to 
Marke 4.22, and Mat.10. 27,28, 

The ſecond cauſe is, for that there are and ſhall be many 
falſe Chriſts, falſe prophets, and falſe Teachers, as there be 
many Antichriſts, and falſe Churches, accordingrto the pro- 
pheſies of the New Teſtament, Marth. 24.4,5.alſo ver. 24, 
2 Per.2.1, 1 70h, 2.18, Theleareallone in ſpiric, and in 
that reſpeQ are of the devil}, or as the devill himſelfe work- 
ing the miſery and confuſion of mankinde, in the greateſt 
meaſure that may be (the being of the world reſerved) and 
that according to the working of Sathan alſo, 2s in the be. 
pinning, Serpent-like, and as in the full ſtrength of his 
Raigne, Dragon and Lyon-like, as is er forth, 2 Theſ. 2.9, 
to. The Revelation ſers forth ar large the ſpirit of Antichriſt, 
or falſe Church in his full portratture in every pert and 
member of the ſaid body, from the fixt Chapter to the latter 
end of the ſame booke ; Now, although not in any meaſure 
inveſted in any power of ſuppreſſing any courſe of evill, and 
lfting up or inhvening any of good; yer as fully bound to 
diſcover both, by Chriſtian and naturall bonds as any, if all 
anctity and ſalvation both of ſoule and body be of the Spi- 
tir of God, Chriſt, and the Church or Kingdome of Chriſt, 
then of neceſſity is all miſchiefe of ſinne and miſery rouch- 
mg man of il.e ſpirit of the devill, Antichriſt and his King. 
dome ; and in ſhort, conſider each Kingdome isto be di{- 
cerned by the Doftrine and Learing, and the Diſcipline, 
or Government of the Spirit thereof ; and ſo the Doctrine 
ut 
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Goſpell reacheth rouching matters of the ſoule 
(whoſe welfare is accompliſhed and inlarged by the free- 
dome and peace of conſcience) Chriſtians ro beare one with 
another, and the ſtronger to ſuffer for the weaker ; knowi 
chat none is maſter-of his owne light or anothers, and in cal 
of greateſt gainſaying, or perſecution for conſcience ſake, to 
ſuffer without reſiitance, co doe good to all, even our ene. 
mjes : inreſpett of that part of our well being, the difci- 
pline therof is a government without Maſter or Lordſhip, as 
hath been formerly ſer forth, agreable to the Scriptures; as 
rouching men in their perſons and eſtates, both teach and 
governe according to honefty and ſobrierie to be iuſt and 
peaceable with all men, to ſuffer wrong in all, in caſe ir be 
put upon them, the Dottrine and Diſcipline of the Spirit of 
God, his Sonne and his Kingdome, or viſible Government 
ends all ro the life of Juſtice, Peace, and Love, which is the 
way of ſalvation or preſervation, and perfeCtion of happi 
neſſe, wherein lived Chriſt and his diſciples upon Record in 
all long ſuffering, as the New Teſtament at large wirneſſeth 
withour reaching after worldly pompe, riches, and great 
command, 

Wharſoever profeſſeth to be Chriſts, and is contrary in 
ſpirit, is of the Jevill, and is falſe Chriſt, ar Antichriſt, whe- 
ther a perſon or ſtate and members thereof, and if ſo viſible 
as holding forth DoQtrine and Diſcipline under the profel- 
ſion of Chriſt, or being for him, in prerence, and reiching 
univerſal! ſalvation to all of all Nations, with Nationall 
worſhip without Chriſts exception, Joh.4.23,24. (ts 10. 
34-35. Teaching allo for neceſſary Do&rine, commande- 
ments of men, outward conformity in matters of Ceremo- 
ny, abſtinence from meates, and marriages, which God 
hath allowed ; theſe be deluſions, and Doctrines of devills, 
Mockſoules, ſnares, and enemies to the peace and liberty of 
conſcience, and to the welfare thereof, As touching mens 
perſons and eſtates, teaching to ſacrifice tbe things belon- 
ging thereto fgr ſinneand treſpaſſes, it is making Merchan- 
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dize of men , no ſalvation bur penance, a dorine iMſui 
from envie the mother of covetcouſneſle, the roote of a 
evill, and is falſely called Chrifts, but properly is of Anti- 
chriſt, 

Likewiſe Diſcipline and Government called Chriſts, in 
Nature, Maſterful}, Lordly, #n4 compulſive, and enfor- 
cing the pradtice of ſuch doQtrine as aforeſaid, or the effect 
of any other by any exrernall violence,ic is none of Chriſts, 
bur Antlchriſts, interrupting, yea by contrariety outing the 
obedience of faith whfch worketh by love, which onely is 
Chriſts, and onely acceptable ro God, and moſt accepta- 
ble with men, this is devilliſh and ſnaring the world, ferting 
all rogether by the eares,that have more willco uſe violence 
to gaine the Mafterſhip of their owne conſcience (to whom 
K 1s moſt due next tro God) then to be a ſlave to others 
therein, or to fuffer as Chriſt, and his diſciples, keeping 
(though others breake them) the Lawes of civility, hence 
commeth contention the daughter of pride, who maketh 
men forget their maker and their fellowes wherein they 
ſhould be preſerved. 

The third cauſe is, that the generality of all or any Na- 
tion may not be nurſed up any longer in their wilfull de- 
luſion of being juſtified and ſaved in beleeving and wor- 
ſhipping as the Rulers beleeve and worſhip ; wherein they 
diſcharge themſelves of any errour, and lay the blame of ic 
upon their governours, who alſo our of their aſpiring pride 
to be as God and Chriſt; indeede ( Adam like ) are willing 
of it,yea they will have it ſo, cleane contrary to the dodtrine 
of Chriſt and his Spirit, Afar. 16.16. Rom.14 12.and v.22, 
23.wherein alſo is is practically contradicted with poſitive 
affirmation and reaſon, Chriſt & his Diſciples it is apparent 
in Scripture, learned men to live by their owne faith, and to 
be able to give a reaſon thereof ; it was their owne prattiſe 
alſo, and not to uſe any Religion which was or ſhould be in 
faſhion amongſt the great ones;there is no ſin bur it is again 
God, and every one ſhall give accountto him, Rom. 14. 
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-,10, 11, 12. the King as+ he is King, and the ſubjeR,as a 


ſub/eX in matters of conſcience fn point of Religion, all are 
as one with God, in that he reſpetts no mans p_ as is 
evident by Scripture, when pride and coverouſneſſe be well 
unmasked, the common people will have bur ſmall incou- 
ragement to be to ready to deſtroy one another for that 
» hich Chriſt would have them ſaved, even for the faichfull 
and free uſe of their conſciences ; bur this is the effe& of fol- 
lowing great ones, who give their power to him who teach- 
eth to kill men for conſcience ſake, Chrifts and mans enc- 
mies both z is it not ſufficient and faithfull allegiance, for 
ſubietsro lay downe their lives and all that they have in 
defence of their Prince, for his preſervation in the freedome 
of his owne conſcience, and maintenance of civility, but 
that they muſt needs hazird themſelves contrary to civikty 
and Chriſtianity to kill their fellowes becauſe they will not 
be ſlaves in that reſpet, wherein God accounts of them, 
and ſtiles them by che name of Kings and Prieſts, through 
the mediation of Chriſt, Rev.1.5,6, but woe to the inkabi- 
tants Of the earth, when Princes are led by thoſe that make a 
pray upon them and theirs, I meane the falſe Prophets who 
appeare in ſheepes cloathing but are inwardly wolves,rave- 
ning after the world, and devouring ſoules and bodies for 
worldly ends, of which Chriſt gave faire warning, XMat.7, 
15,16, to make faire pretences for tke Lord, and to ſpeake 
much in his name and for him, and to ſet the world on fire 
wich the heat of warres, to the unſpeakeable ruine of man- 
kinde for religion, ſheweth ſuch ro be none of Chriſts 
Prophets, Atts 7.21. but rather to be the falſe teachers of 
pernitious wayCcs as they are rendred, 2 Per.2, 1,2,3,%c. 
The fourth cauſe is, that King and Magiſtrates may be 
remembred, that they are not exempred from error of any 
nature incident to mankinde, and therefore their Lawes for 
Religion are no ſufficient bonds for conſctence, hut in their 
owne particulars ; Chriſts onely are fufficient in that caſe, 
Secondly, that yee may be remembred, 
a\zhough, as it were in Paradiſe for plenty and ap. 
man 
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mand of all things, yet as unapt, yee. more” than A.” 


(by reaſon of thecurſe) ro be content with your allowance 
dam, who in his devilliſh ireach to be as his maker, poy- 
| ſoned all the happineſſe which he had with allowance. 

3. That ye may be put in minde that God hath nor laid 
upon you a charge impoſſible for you to undergoe, ſuch as 
the kceping of all your ſubjects in the upright uſe of con- 
ſcience, being impoſſible for you to alter the ſame, being 
good or evill, or to account to God for them zn the errors 
thereof, yea al:ogether unable to anſwer GoJ4 for one of a 
thouſand in your owne, but that you preſerve and defend 
them, ordering their perſons and eſtates in civill demea- 
nour, in the liberty and freedome of their conſcience, in 
which reſpe&t God only will take account cf them, which 
ye might Lavolly perform, if ye would leave Gods office to 
himſelfe. 

' 4, That although (as aforeſaid) in Paradiſe yoide an1 
nor much ſenſible of affliton, which learned Davidto keep 
Gods Law, (bur rather ficred for che pleaſures of this life ) 
ye may be remembred, that ye are the more ſub;e# to bee 
tempted by the devill and his inſtruments, who are led by 
his ſpirit of deluſion, and devouring, together with your 
own Juſts, tro be drawn through flattery, and undue. elevati- 
on, to oppreſſion in all reſpects, both inward and ourward, 
and therefore have the more cauſe to be careful] ro keepe 
your ſelves to the Lawes of modeſty, juſtice, and mercy, 
the beft ornament for Gvds Vicegerents, his ſpeciall off1- 
cers or miniſters of ] uſtice in humane affaires,wherein you 
ſhall comply with the Fing of Kings, and having him on 
your ſide, you will be ſtrong enough for all the world,in the 
way of defence for his and yours. 

In relation to theſe cauſes, an former paſſages, Noſt 
Noble King and high Court of Parliament, for the proſpe- 
rity and peace of the ſervice and worſhip ef God,in all good 
conſcience, and for the ſame of man in all humanity ; I can 
doeno leſſe then move you alwaies to put an end to quar-= 
rels for conſcience ſake, in granting all hberty within 
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